GR40 Mustang a truly street legal track toy

By Larry Weitzman | Mountain Democrat automotive columnist | May 07, 2008

FASTER THAN a speeding Porsche or Lamborghini, the Griggs Mustang
will win on the track and can still be driven on the street.

You can spend tens or even hundreds of thousands of dollars on exotic
cars that can be driven to the race track like your Porsche C4,
Lamborghini, Corvette C6R or Ferrari F430, or you can opt to embarrass
them all with a Mustang. Mind you, not an ordinary Mustang, but one that
has been “massaged” extensively by Griggs Racing, a small Sonoma
company that specializes in the design, development and fabrication of
high performance automotive components.

When they are finished with their modifications to an ordinary Mustang
GT, what you will see is a current generation Mustang GT with a slightly
different lower fascia. Inside will be racing seats that are powered
operated, and a five-point safety harness and a standard Mustang
instrument panel with an addition of A pillar mounted gauges for more
accurate engine monitoring. Yes, it will have a short throw shift kit, but
other than those obvious, yet subtle modifications it appears to be a
Mustang GT, with the front fenders having a GR logo instead of a GT
symbol and the rear gas cap also receiving the same “GR” treatment. The
car does not display any significant expenditure for restyling, graphics or
other non-performance enhancing features. An observant eye will need a
second look to recognize that this is a very special, absolutely street legal
Mustang.

Most all of the real changes under its beautiful skin are the brainchild of
Bruce Griggs, an engineer who started driving quarter midgets when he
was 8 years old. Griggs received a solid grounding in mechanics after
serving four years as a flight engineer in the Air Force on a military



version of a Douglas DC-6, the mainstay of our airlines during the 1950s
and early 1960s until jet airliners took a firm foothold and replaced the
complexity of four radial piston engines and all their systems.

During his college and Air Force days, Griggs continued to race, later
building suspension and chassis components mainly for Mustangs, which
he has done for nearly 30 years. One of Griggs’ cars affectionately known
as “Old Blue” is the most victorious single Mustang in road racing history.
When it comes to serious Mustang performance packages, Griggs is
second to none.

Griggs has designed special rear suspensions that include links and
adjustable roll centers and ride heights, billet machined aluminum front
hubs and spindles, new steering racks, special Koni coil over suspension,
with an advanced short long arm system (double wishbones) replacing
the standard Mustang MacPherson struts. Griggs decided that to compete
in the high performance suspension market, the entire system had to be
redesigned to achieve the level of performance, reliability and safety
required for its intended purpose. They are so beautifully machined that
each piece is a work of art in and of itself. Someday someone will build a
clear plastic car body so people could appreciate seeing the real beauty
of the Griggs Mustang that is normally hidden from view. In the Griggs
Mustang case the beauty is beyond skin deep.

Wheels and tires are upgraded to 18X10-inch alloys shod with your
choice of high performance tires all the way around, either Toyo Proxes
RA1 305/35 series (10.5 wide wheels) or Hoosier 315/35 A6 or R6
rubber. Interestingly, Griggs front mounting hubs allow for a variety of
offsets and it uses regular Ford lug nuts. Griggs says that the nuts and
bolts Ford uses in the stock products are some of the best quality that
can be found anywhere.

But Griggs doesn’t stop at a true race bred suspension that turns the
Mustang into a vehicle that is capable of lateral “g” forces of 1.4 (that’s
about 40 percent better than your every day Corvette Z06, Viper or
Porsche. The standard 4.6-liter single overhead cam 300 hp V-8 gets
some additional ponies. Still normally aspirated, Griggs adds revised
computer settings, a high flow exhaust system to raise the horsepower to
368 at 6,000 rpm. But if more power is necessary, the addition of a
Kenne Bell or Paxton supercharger will fit the bill.

Griggs supercharger systems add 11psi to the induction system,
increasing horsepower to 547 at 6,500 and 463 pounds of torque at
5,700 rpm. When you add this to the entire package of suspension,
steering and wheel upgrades you will have a street legal Mustang that



looks little different from an already beautiful GT. You can opt for the big
“40” number on the rear quarter panel, which will add curiosity. In Biblical
terms “40” has several positive meanings but is understood as bringing
spiritual energies into the material plane to overcome inharmonies and
bring balance. The GR40 does just that in performance car terms.

How does it perform? | had a chance to drive the GR40 on the track at
Laguna Seca. First, it is extremely powerful, with 0-60 mph times in the
3- to 4-second range and, depending on axle gearing, a top speed that
should push 200 mph. And with the Griggs rear axle design, wheel hop
becomes a nonissue when getting the power down to the ground. But it’s
the ability to corner and cope with extreme track condition that separates
the GR40 from every other Mustang and most other sports cars. And it is
a smooth runner. Notwithstanding all the suspension upgrades and
modifications, it rides like a regular Mustang GT, maybe better.

After having recently driven possibly the best sports car in the world, the
2008 Nissan GT-R, the GR40 is more than a worthy comparison, showing
how you can take a good, inexpensive sports car like the Mustang and
with the right reengineering turn it into a street legal car that can be
autocrossed, raced or used for embarrassing unsuspecting Porsche or
Ferrari drivers. It is without question, the best handling car | have ever
driven, with superb steering, incredible Griggs brakes, handling and
balance. It was my best lap ever at Laguna Seca. Griggs says that at
Infineon, the GR40s post lap times within a few seconds of an 800 hp
Sprint Cup car that cost hundreds of thousands of dollars per copy.

The difference is that the GR40 Mustang looks like a Mustang GT without
pretensions. You can drive it comfortably on the street like any other
sports car, meaning you don’t have to trailer to the track day, a day of
club racing or autocrossing, one of the fastest growing and safest form of
low budget racing competitions.

You can build your Mustang as you choose, making modifications as
necessary or you can buy a turn-key full blown, reliable as the day is
long, street legal track version with all the mods for about $80,000.
Griggs likes to classify his Mustang in three stages, the GR40ST (Street
Toy), a GR40TT (Track Toy), and a GR40RT (Race Toy), which at this point
is designed for track service only or a full-on race car that has been a
consistent proven race winner. As Griggs likes to say in his brochure,
“The best was to observe the sleek lines of a Porsche is as it disappears in
the rear view mirror of a Griggs Racing GR40 Mustang.” That sounds like
a lot of money, but when you compare it to the price of the competition,
it becomes a bargain



